June 2013

Important dates








June 10: Alva Inc. general
meeting, 7 p.m. Alva Community
Center
June 14: Flag Day
June 16: Father’s Day
June 20: North Olga Community
Planning Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore
Fire Station
June 21: First day of summer

Important reads


See Alvafl.org to read minutes from
past Alva Inc. meetings and news-

.

letters

Inside info
 She taught our children ….. Page 2
 Groves going, going gone .. Page 3
 Prevent fires ….....………….. Page 4
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Quick notes
1. Send newsletter items to
ruanedon@aol.com
2. Stay current with your dues. See
Alvafl.org for rates and membership
details. Mail dues to Ruby Daniels,
P.O. Box 2022, Alva, Fl 33920.
Checks should be made out to:
A Living Vision of Alva

Save our parks; demand fairness from county
Lee County is looking hard at closing major parks in northeast Lee County to
save money without asking more populated areas to sacrifice as well.
Caloosahatchee Regional Park, Hickey Creek Mitigation Park and Manatee Park
could be closed to help save $15 million or half the expected shortfall in next year’s
budget.
County staff’s proposal also cuts deeply into human services providing housing
and health care assistance to communities such as Charleston Park.
Alva and northeast Lee County would be forced to bear a disproportionate share
of the cuts to save a budget that serves all of Lee County.
County Commissioners haven’t approved the cuts yet, but they could later this
month. Today is the time to raise your voice and demand a solution that is equitable for all residents of Lee County. Raise your voice and help save our parks and
human services.
There were no recommendations such as to close Bowditch Point Park on Fort
Myers Beach, to cut hours of operation at other parks or to turn off the lights and
let the grass grow on the recreational ball fields next to the Twins’ stadium. Only
Six Mile Slough, a park launched years ago by high school students who raised
money to begin buying the slough from private landowners, is on the same chopping block.
Close Caloosahatchee Regional and we lose horseback, mountain bike, camping, hiking, canoeing and kayaking opportunities. Cut Bowditch Point and beach
lovers can still go to Lynn Hall Memorial Park, walk the sand along miles of beach
or go to Lover’s Key State Park. Reduce operating hours and programs elsewhere
and we all share the burden; not just Alva and the rest of northeast Lee County.
Here’s how to contact your elected officials:
Write to: P.O. Box 398, Fort Myers, 33902-0398
Park
District 1 John Manning: 533-2224 or Dist1@leegov.com
District 2 Cecil Pendergrass: 533-2227 or Dist2@leegov.com
Photos
District 3: Larry Kiker: 533-2223 or Dist3@leegov.com
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District 4: Tammy Hall: 533-2226 or Dist4@leegov.com
District 5: Frank Mann: 533-2225 or Dist5@leegov.com

Middle school teacher looks back
“It’s about building relationships.” __ Jane McElree
Appalachia to Alva, her story, Page 2

Teacher closes book on 35 years at Alva Middle
The first school Jane McElree taught
at was an eastern Kentucky elementary
with curling floor tiles and one working
sink in the rest room.
She left Kentucky after two years and
soon convinced Charles Watson to hire
her to teach at Alva Middle School.
She stayed there for 35 years, teaching every subject except math to her
students and their children. Some of
those former students became her colleagues at the school
Her long , dedicated career however
came to an end with the close last
month of the school year. McElree is
now retired and plans to spend more
time with her 90-year-old mother and to
travel.
Many teachers and administrators
have come and gone, yet McElree stayed
the course even when it meant rising at
5 a.m. to get to work by 7 from her
south Fort Myers home.
“This school was worth it,” McElree
said.
“It was probably the respect among

Jane McElree worked for only three principals during her career at Alva Middle. She retired
last month with plans to spend more time with her mother and to travel.

each other and the community,”
McElree said. “It was building relationships.”
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Relationships were built with parents
who came in to discuss their child’s progress. One principal started each year
with a field trip and fish fry for the staff
beside the Caloosahatchee River.
“The families all knew one another
and worked together,” McElree said.
One time a bus driver picked up a student who brought a goat to the bus stop.
The boy and the goat rode the bus to
school. The boy went to class and the
driver took the goat home for the boy.
“These kinds of things build community,” McElree said.
McElree recalled her early optimism in
the Appalachian school.
“I wanted the the kids to want more.
My father always said look at the big picture. Set goals.” McElree said.
Today, she still wants children to think
big and set goals for themselves, she
said. And they’ll be able to do so in
school buildings where their parents and
grandparents cracked the books.
The Lee County School District is
merging the middle and elementary
schools as the Alva School to save money
by reducing staff.
“This is fabulous that it’s being kept
open. I hope that will continue,” McElree
said.

A grove situation

Going ………...… Going …………… Gone ………….

The face of North River Road changes slowly, but it does change. Nonproductive citrus groves on the south side of North River Road are being cleared . The future uses for the land are unknown. Cattle, at left, lost patches of grass for grazing when the grove owned by the Rebecca Higgingson Trust Estate just west of the Caloosahatchee Regional Park was cleared. Talon Ventures LLC. Is opening the view in its grove
at Owl Creek (center), including a distant view of the marina’s buildings. Talon also has a now-grassy former grove site (right) west of Owl
Creek Road. Talon’s headquarters are in Frisco, Texas.

COMMUNITY
CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES
1-800-222-1222 Poison Control
NON-EMERGENCY
728-2223 Alva Fire Department
543-3443 Bayshore Fire Department
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire Dept
344-1600 Lehigh Acres Fire Department
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office
728-2882 Alva Community Center
728-2882 Olga Community Center
694-0398 Caloosahatchee Regional Park
728-2494 The Alva School
693-0349 Riverhall Elementary

ALVA Inc. Newsletter
The newsletter is published monthly primarily as an email newsletter. A condensed
version is printed for distribution at area businesses.
The newsletter carries news and information about ALVA Inc., North Olga and the
residents, organizations and businesses of the
33920 Zip Code in general.
To receive the full newsletter by email, send
your email address to Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels at rubydaniels@embarqmail.com.
Contributions from residents and others
are accepted. Send them to editor Don Ruane
at ruanedon@aol.com by the 15th of each
month. Please Include the name, daytime

phone and email of the author in case of
questions or the need to shorten a submis-

Residential * Commercial

sion. Photos, charts and graphics should be in
Jpeg form.

Creek Land

ALVA INC.
Services Provided by

239-728-5481

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

Driveway sprout
turns out to be
endangered
One day a stalk appeared on
the edge of an Alva driveway.
It grew about 18 inches,
straight as an asparagus spear,
before its coral, tubular flowers
appeared.
Lee County Extension Office
Director Stephen Brown identified the plant as the endangered
ground orchid Sacoila lanceolata.
The orchid also is known as
Scarlet Ladies Tresses and is
leafless while flowering.
More information was available
at flnativeorchids.com-gallery/
sacoila-lanceolata.htm
There you can learn how the
plant likes open, wet spaces
such as those found along roads
and that it is a springtime
bloomer that lasts until June.
The orchid is found throughout south and central Florida.
Thanks to Brown and the
Extension Service the mystery
plant was identified. If you have
a mystery plant you can reach
Brown or other Extension
agents at 239-533-7513 or by
email at:
shbrownsh@leegov.com

Dry season is here, so is fire danger
The Alva fire department and Chief Joey Tiner recommend keeping your yard Lean, Clean and Green now that
we’re in one of the driest months of the year.
Lean means having only small amounts of flammable vegetation nearby.
Clean means no accumulation of dead vegetation.
Green means keep your plants healthy and green, and
keep your lawn well irrigated
Other suggestions from the chief include:
 Remove any vegetation that could burn next to a building
 Thin trees and shrubs so there is 10 to 15 feet of open
space between crowns
 Prune tree limbs up to 6 to 10 feet from the ground
 Replace plants that burn easily with plants having a high
water content
 Mulch can burn so replace it with gravel or rock
 Remove “ladder fuels” or plants that could carry a fire
up from the ground into the eaves or roof of a building

Keep an open defensible space of 30 feet or more
around buildings so firefighters can aggressively attack a
fire.
Call 9-1-1 if you see fire or smoke, or need medical assitance. For non-emergencies the Alva Fire and Rescue District
can be reached at 728-2223

Comp plan, land use debate still going
Alva and North Olga residents and property owners still
have time to comment on updates to Lee County’s master
plan for development and the codes that help it happen. Visit
these sites for more information::
 Alvafl.org for the local amendment
 Staff report, proposed Land Use Element; maps
http://www.leegov.com/gov/dept/dcd/Planning/
Amendments/Pages/amendment.aspx?aid=599

Entire comprehensive plan update can be found here:
http://www.leegov.com/gov/dept/dcd/Planning/
Amendments/Pages/cycles.aspx?cid=75

County moves to make Conservation 20/20 better

20/20 Lands overview

Regulations for the Conservation
20/20 program are being tightened by
the Lee County Commission.
The board adopted a packet of 16 recommendations May 28 from a blue ribbon committee appointed by the commission to study the program.
The suggestions ranged from calling
for a ballot question on whether the taxsupported program should be continued
to determining just how much land in
Lee County should be conserved.
Alva Inc. presented a list of concerns
about some of the recommendations, but

Alva/North Olga
 Bob Janes Preserve _ 5,620 acres
 Telegraph Creek Preserve _ 1,730
acres
 Hickey Creek Preserve _ 90 acres
Overall
 117 properties
 24,871 acres

the commission took no action on them.
Among the suggestions were:
 Toughen the penalty for members of
the 20/20 advisory board who do not
disclose an interest in a property
proposed for purchase
 Don’t share the seller’s appraisal
with the county appraiser until the
county appraiser has finished his
work
 Do not expand the work of the advisory board that evaluates a property
for conservation to include giving an
opinion on the cost



Development rights from urban
areas should not be transferrable
into rural areas to build more units
there.

Parks an endangered species in northeast Lee County?

CRP in brief











19130 North
River Road
768 acres
Leased from
state
Pine flatwoods,
scrub oak,
cypress
swamp
20+ miles of
trails
Fishing pier
River views
80-person
pavilion

Manatee in brief
 10901 S.R. 80
 17 acres
 Manatee
viewing
 100,000 visitors/year
 Education
programs
 Interpretive
talks
 ADA accessible

Hickey Creek in brief






17908 S.R. 80
Gopher tortoise habitat
862 acres
One mile






creekfront
Fishing pier
Boat launch
Picnic areas
Trails

