July 2013

County cuts threaten Alva quality of life
Important dates

Alva Inc.’s letter to Lee Commission
about proposed park budget cuts



July 8: Alva Inc. general meeting,
7 p.m. Alva Community Center
 July 18 No meeting North Olga
Planning Committee

Important reads


See Alvafl.org to read minutes from
past Alva Inc. meetings and news-

.

letters

Inside info
 Fire District values …..….. Page 2
 North Olga code work .... Page 4

Folk art and more at Matt Miller’s General Store ………………………………..Page 4

Quick notes
1. Send newsletter items and requests to ruanedon@aol.com
2. Stay current with your dues. See
Alvafl.org for rates and membership
details. Mail dues to Ruby Daniels,
P.O. Box 2022, Alva, Fl 33920.
Checks should be made out to:
A Living Vision of Alva

Alva Inc. went on the record
in June as opposed to a Lee
County budget deficit plan
that would close Caloosahatchee Regional Park and
other major parks in northeast
Lee County. (See letter to
right) .
Public hearings will be held
Sept. 4 and Sept. 18 before
the the budget is finalized.
Commissioners talked
about cost-cutting efforts and
the proposed budgets for
Constitutional officers during
their June 24 workshop. The
park closure plans remained
on the table.
The commission is trying to
close a $15 million gap in the
budget by closing CRP, Manatee Park, Hickey Creek Mitigation Park and the Six Mile
See Budget cuts …… Page 3

Honorable Lady and Gentlemen:
At the June 10, 2013 Alva Inc. meeting,
members discussed your quest to reduce
department budgets by $14,000,000 in order to offset a portion of the $30,000,000
budget shortfall.
The actions under consideration by the
BOCC (examples: strip funds from
those most in need, close the Caloosahatchee Regional Park, discontinue
UF Agricultural Services) detract from society's obligations and the quality of life for
residents. Further, it presents the community in a poor light to potential guests and
new residents. At the same time such drastic actions are under consideration , and
additional funds are sought for needed road
improvements, impact fees have been reduced by 80 percent - at a cost approximately the same as the proposed reduction
you are now seeking in services. New arrivals therefore escape paying their fair share
while the quality of life declines.
Alva Inc. recommends reinstatement of
the impact fees to their previous level or
seek an alternative source of revenue.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Ruby Daniels
President
See Bike Walk Lee’s letter about park cuts, Page 3
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Fire district
values run
in red zone
Property values within the Alva fire district for
2012 declined from 2011
by nearly 2.6 percent as
the chart of fire district
values at left indicates.
The taxable value of
property in the district is
an estimated $238.1 million, according to the Lee
County Property Appraiser office.
The decline could
mean a small tax savings
for property owners. The
district will take in about
$19,000 less this year
than last year.
Property is taxed at
the rate of $3 per $1,000
of taxable value.

Teach your child to swim for fun and safety
The Caloosahatchee River and area lakes and ponds
attract curious and daring children during these hot
times, so make sure yours can swim. A simple misstep
or a deliberate leap from a tree or bridge can send a
child plummeting into the water..
Drownings are the leading cause of death in Florida
for children under 5 and the second leading cause for
ages 5-14. Yet swimming lessons are widely available
and can be found at the Lee County Parks and Recreation pool at Lehigh Acres Community Park, among other locations. No summer hours are
available this year at the seasonal Riverdale High School pool because of budget problems,
according to the county’s web site.
The Lee County Injury Prevention Coalition recommends these safety tips:
 Place a barrier or fence around home pools
 An adult should be present whenever children are around water
 Require children to wear a personal floatation vest when boating
 Learn CPR just in case you need it.

Mother of God House of Prayer
Spiritual Renewal Center
Spiritual Direction * Retreats * Group Presentations
17880 CYPRESS RD * ALVA, FL 33920
(239)728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760
moghop@embarqmail.com www.moghop.com

From the Chief:
The Alva Fire Control and Rescue Service District has experienced approximately 50% in ad
valorem income reductions since
2007.
Approximately 3.8% of this figure will be included in fiscal year
end, Sept. 30, 2014.
The final property value computations are expected from the Tax
Collector’s office on, July 1, 2013.
These current reduction values
may increase or decrease slightly.
The district is currently operating with three vacant fire fighter
positions that are not expected to
be filled until a significant increase
in revenue is experienced.
The Board of Commissioners will
meet on, July 8, 2013, at 6 p.m. to
set the proposed millage rate for
fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 2014.
The tentative budget hearing date
will also be set at this meeting. The
hearing date and time will be published in The News-Press in Au-

gust . —- Chief Joey Tiner

Join Alva Inc. today at:
AlvaFl.org

Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
License: C20LE0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners

BikeWalk Lee comes to defense of regional park
BikeWallkLee, opposed transit cuts and
the closing of major parks including Caloosahatchee Regional Park to cut the
budget in a June 18 letter to the Lee County Commission.
Public hearings on the budget will be
held in September.
The budget must be approved by Oct. 1.
BikeWalkLee is a nonprofit promoting
complete streets, public transit and quality
of life in Lee County.
Here’s an excerpt from the letter:
Proposed Parks Cuts: We were surprised to see the staff proposals to close
five county parks, including three of the
most popular parks--Manatee Park, Six
Mile Cypress Slough, and Caloosahatchee
Regional Park. Given the investment made
by county residents in acquiring those
facilities and their economic value to resi-

Budget cuts:
Cypress Slough boardwalk and information center.
Commissioner Frank Mann, who lives
in and represents the Alva/North Olga
area, pressed the staff for clearer information about cost-saving reductions in
the work force and from refinancing
bonds.
Acting County Manager Doug Muer
said the general fund is saving money
because the number of workers covered
by it has been reduced 12 percent since
2008. Mann wanted detailed information
by department explaining where those
cuts were made.
Commissioner Larry Kiker also asked
for an explanation of how many jobs
were full-time or empty positions.
Muer also said $21 million has been
saved by refinancing bonds. But Mann
questioned whether some of those sav-

dents and visitors, it makes little sense to
close them for minimal operating cost
savings. We know from the EAR public
workshops that Lee County residents

place a high value on parks as part of the
quality of life that attracts them to Lee
County; and we know that it also attracts
businesses to Lee County, including Hertz
Corporate, which cited Lee County's quality of life as one of the reasons they relocated their corporate headquarters here.
We also know from the Visitors and
Convention Bureau surveys that visitors
value and frequent our park system while
here on vacation. The proposed cuts
would threaten our highly valued park
system, which would have long term consequences for our ability to attract and
retain residents and businesses who are
looking at quality of life features, and result in long term economic losses to the
county many times greater in magnitude
than any small short-term savings from
closing the parks.

ings involved bonds that are not paid
from the general fund. He asked for a
report on how much of the reported savings actually come from the general fund.
One source of the budget stress is a
state requirement forcing the county to
pay into the Florida Retirement System,
Assistant County Manager Pete Winton
told the commission. The county’s share
is $5 million more next year.
County workers already pay 3 percent
of their salary to the retirement system,
Winton said,

www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

Residential * Commercial
Creek Land
239-728-5481
Services Provided by

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

North Olga planners entering
the writing phase for proposed
land development code amendment
Do you like this building’s architecture?
How about this solid block wall or a fence with stone
columns linked by rough wooden rails?
Those are the kinds of questions the North Olga Community Planning Panel is trying to resolve as it tries to
write a development code for the area.
North Olga includes land north of the Caloosahatchee
River to the Charlotte County line and east from State
Road 31 to the Caloosahatchee Regional Park.
The panel and about a dozen residents met June 20 to
hash out some answers so planning consultant Alexis Crespo can write a draft of the code for further discussion.
The code, which must be approved by the Lee County
Commission after several public hearings, should be ready
in early 2014, Crespo said.
Crespo made it clear the development standards and
requirements that will be set out in the code apply to commercial property alone.
“This is not going to dictate how anyone’s home is going
to look,” Crespo said at the start of her presentation.
She also noted the code can’t be a compilation of capital improvements.
“The code we’re writing can't cost the county any money,” she said.
That means no projects such as putting an 8-foot wide
bicycle-pedestrian path along North River Road or building
a riverfront park.
Generally, the draft is shaping up with these ideas:
 Commercial buildings should have a rustic, old-style
look including features such as wide, covered porches
and awnings.
 Building colors should be earth tones. They should
reflect the colors of the area
 Electronic signs are okay as are temporary banner
signs
 Home-based business signs should be small and professional looking, as were old-time signs hanging
from a crossbar at the homes of doctors and other
professionals
 Landscaping barriers should make use of Xeriscape
practices; trees should be preserved. Chainlink fences
with slats should be avoided.
 Private commercial developments along a waterfront
should not be required to provide public access to the
water’s edge. The decision to provide access should
be left to the property owner.
The planning panel usually meets the third Thursday of
the month at 6 p.m. Meetings are held in the community
room of the Bayshore Fire and Rescue District on Nalle
Road. No meeting is scheduled for July. The August
meeting will include a discussion with county planners of
the transfer of development rights program.

Super moon diffused by thin clouds June 23 at the Alva boat ramp.

Matt Miller’s General Store opens on SR 80

A place to shop, meet neighbors
Matt Miller is a downhome kind of
man who hopes his general store sells
well while bringing people together.
“I’m an old soul. The world needs to
get back to the basics where everybody
knows everybody,” Miller said. “We’re
too commercialized.”
Miller opened the store in March
with three employees. He chose Alva
because it’s his home. Miller also owns a
tractor store in LaBelle and once ran for
the Lee County Commission.
The store is open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
daily except Sundays. Call 239-728-3173
to check if an item is available.
“I’m trying to cater to Alva. We’re
trying to support the community,” manager Donna Redmond said.
Brand name products and local crafts
are for sale in the store. Clothing and
cars are not accepted for consignment.
Products include tools, plumbing and
electrical parts, honey and jams, dog,
swine and chicken feed; nuts and bolts;
plants; jewelry and lawn mower parts.

Matt Miller’s General
Store’s inventory is wideranging and includes (from
top) a lawnmower parts
center, local honey , gifts
and cleaning supplies

