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Important dates



Aug. 8 First day of school
Aug. 12: Alva Inc. general
meeting, 7 p.m. Alva Community
Center
 Aug. 15: North Olga Community
Planning Panel, 6 p.m. Bayshore
Fire Station
 Aug. 30: Start of Labor Day
weekend _ Drive carefully

Important reads


See Alvafl.org to read minutes from
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Quick notes
1. Send newsletter items to
ruanedon@aol.com
2. Stay current with your dues. See
Alvafl.org for rates and membership
details. Mail dues to Ruby Daniels,
P.O. Box 2022, Alva, Fl 33920.
Checks should be made out to:
A Living Vision of Alva

The Alva School debuts as a K-8 place for learning, growth
A new era for education
begins this month as The
Alva School _ a consolidation of the elementary and
middle
schools—
opens its
doors to
students.
Lynn
Edward,
principal of
the elementary school
for the past Edward
two years,
will lead the new school.
The middle school principal
position held for more than
two decades by the now
retired Stephen Hutnick
was eliminated by the Lee
County School District.
Edward said she’s excited about the merger. Her
goal is to cherish the cul-

ture and tradition that has
brought us to the establishment of The Alva School
while embracing the many
“new beginnings” that this
consolidation creates.
“As The Alva School
begins a new phase in its
long history as the first
school in Lee County, we
wish to bring the school and
community closer together
by featuring a story every
month about something a
teacher or a group of students is doing,” Alva
Inc. president Ruby Daniels
said. “Great things happen
every day in our school and
we want you to know about
them.”
Also, in the fall, Alva Inc.
will partner with the school
and the Alva Museum/ Garden Club to develop an Alva history project.

CAUTION
Beware the red light at Broadway and SR 80. It might
not be what you think. The signal shows green-yellow
and red around school arrival and dismissal times. It
works as a flashing light at other times. Look and think
twice before entering the intersection!

SCHOOL NOTES
Calendar …… Page 2

Voting for the school name

THE ALVA SCHOOL
Principal
Lynn Edward
Secretary
Linda Newton
Assistant principals
Holly Anderson
Stacia Winfree
Contact
239-728-2494
Address
17500 Church Street
Bell times
7:55 a.m.; 2:10 p.m.
Bus info East Zone
239-303-7400
ALVA FCAT GRADES
Elementary Middle
2012 B
B
2011 A
A
2010 C
B
2009 B
A
2008 B
B

Clip ‘n post on the fridge

Jan. 9 Choice open house, Lehigh Acres
Middle School, 6 -8 p.m.
Jan. 13 Choice open house, East Lee
Aug. 1 Teachers report
County High School, 6-7:30 p.m.
Aug. 2 Open House, East Lee County High Jan. 15 Choice open house, Lehigh Senior
School, 4-6 p.m.
High School, 5-7 p.m.
Aug. 3 Open House, Riverdale High
Jan. 20 MLK Day
School, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Jan. 21 Report cards – elementary
Aug. 3 Open House, The Alva School, Kin- schools
dergarten 10-11 a.m., grades 1-8 11 a.m. Jan. 22 Report cards – high schools
to 1 p.m.
Feb. 17 Presidents Day
Aug. 8 Students first day
Feb. 18 In service day
Sept. 2 Labor Day
March 14 Teacher duty day
Sept. 5 Rosh Hashanah
March 17-21 Spring break
Oct. 11 Teacher duty day
April 2 Report cards – elementary schools
Oct. 23 Report cards – elementary
April 3 Report cards – high schools
schools
April 18 Good Friday
Oct. 24 Report cards – high schools
May 23 Teacher duty day
Nov. 11 Veterans Day
May 26 Memorial Day
Nov. 27-28-29 Thanksgiving break
May 28 Report cards – elementary
Dec. 23 – Jan. 3 Christmas/New Year
schools
break
To be determined: Report cards – high
Jan. 7 Teacher duty day
schools

School calendar 2013-14

East Zone Schools
Elementary
Alva (K-8)
Bayshore
Edgewood Academy
G. Weaver Hipps
Gateway
Harns Marsh

James Stephens
Academy (K-8)
Lehigh
Manatee
Mirror Lakes
Orange River
River Hall
Sunshine
Tice

Tortuga Preserve
Treeline
Veterans Park (K-8)
Middle
Alva (K-8)
Harns Marsh
James Stephens
Academy (K-8)
Lehigh Acres

Oak Hammock
Varsity Lakes
Veterans Park (K-8)
High
Dunbar
East Lee County
Lehigh Senior
Riverdale

Mother of God House of Prayer
Spiritual Renewal Center
Spiritual Direction * Retreats * Group Presentations
17880 CYPRESS RD * ALVA, FL 33920
(239)728-3614 * FAX (239) 728-3760

Excellence in child care,
welfare,
and education
www.sandrabatesfacepaintingwebs.com

License: C20E0055
Jim and Kelly Green, Owners

A slick ramp surface and a treacherous path to
the dock are targeted for improvement.
Improved access to the dock and a ramp with
more traction are part of Lee County’s plan to
upgrade the Alva boat ramp.

Boat ramp zoning reviewed
Lee County’s request to clarify the zoning for the Alva boat ramp property was
reviewed July 11 by the county’s hearing
examiner.
Examiner Laura Belflower said she’ll
visit the site before she makes a recommendation to rezone the property or not.
The recommendation will go to the county
commission, which will make the final
decision.
Lee County has applied for a $44,000
grant to plan and engineer improvements
to the ramp, which went into operation in
1967. Improvements under consideration
include widening the ramp, adding more
dock space, widening the pier and adding
some sheltered picnic tables.
The conditions at the ramp pose a danger to boaters and people on foot, according to Mike Pavese of the Public Works
department.
There is no safe access to the dock for
people with disabilities, Pavese said.
The ramp itself also is worn.
“The texture of the ramp is so smooth
it doesn’t provide any traction,” Pavese
said.
A development order issued by the
county will be needed to do the work. The
Parks and Recreation department will be
encouraged at that point to improve the
dilapidated fence separating the park from
residential property to the west, Pavese
said. It will be more important to improve
the fence than to put new landscaping
elsewhere in the park, he added.

Development planning
goes on for North Olga, Alva
North Olga Community Planning Panel
planners took a break in July and did not
meet.
The next meeting is Thursday, Aug.
15 at 6 p.m. at the Bayshore fire station.
Lee County officials will speak on the
transfer of development rights program
and other aspects of the Lee Plan update, according to Alexis Crespo, the
planning panel’s consultant.
For more information about the
North Olga plan visit northolga.com.
For more information on the Alva
land development code proposal visit
alvafl.org.
For more information about Lee
County’s update visit these online sites:
 Staff report, proposed Land Use Element; proposed map, current map:
http://www.leegov.com/gov/dept/dcd/
Planning/Amendments/Pages/
amendment.aspx?aid=599
 Entire comprehensive plan update
can be found here:
http://www.leegov.com/gov/dept/dcd/
Planning/Amendments/Pages/
cycles.aspx?cid=75
 Online public forum at
www.leecountytownhall.com

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
FIRE/RESCUE/SAFETY
9-1-1 EMERGENCIES
1-800-222-1222 Poison Control
NON-EMERGENCY
728-2223 Alva Fire Department
543-3443 Bayshore Fire Department
694-2833 Fort Myers Shores Fire Dept
344-1600 Lehigh Acres Fire Department
477-1000 Sheriff’s Office
728-2882 Alva Community Center
728-2882 Olga Community Center
694-0398 Caloosahatchee Regional Park
728-2494 The Alva School

Sandhill cranes
enjoy a morning
searching for breakfast and rest.
They were
spotted hunting
along North River
Road near the dirt
road leading north
into Babcock fields.

ALVA Inc. Newsletter
The newsletter is published monthly primarily as an email newsletter. A condensed
version is printed for distribution at area businesses.
The newsletter carries news and information about ALVA Inc., North Olga and the
residents, organizations and businesses of the
33920 Zip Code in general.
To receive the full newsletter by email, send
your email address to Alva Inc. President Ruby
Daniels at rubydaniels@embarqmail.com.
Contributions from residents and others
are accepted. Send them to editor Don Ruane
at ruanedon@aol.com by the 15th of each
month. Please Include the name, daytime

phone and email of the author in case of
questions or the need to shorten a submis-

Residential * Commercial

sion. Photos, charts and graphics should be in
Jpeg form.

Creek Land

ALVA INC.
Services Provided by

239-728-5481

Matthew Miller: 239-872-0690

M & M Farms: Organic Soil, plants and materials

M &M Horticulture: debris removal

DBI Limousine: All occasions mild to wild

Matthew Miller Tractors:

M&M Dumpsters: Commercial dumpsters

Tractors, Trailers

Millers Lawn Service: Lawns, Landscaping,

Com Ag Inc.: Tree trimming, Excavating

ponds, waterfalls

Monuments inject life into
Lake cemetery investigation

Goodwill’s new store site on Lee Boulevard in Lehigh Acres

Next Alva Inc. meeting: Aug. 12

Alva Inc. members learn about Goodwill
Alva Inc.’s general membership meeting included a speaker
from Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida and a planning
update from consultant Jerry Murphy.
Jennifer Nelson, Goodwill’s senior director for Donor Development and Sustainability, talked about how the agency
helps the disabled and others by getting the most out of its
donations.
Murphy discussed an outline of changes proposed for Lee
County’s Land Development Code as it applies to Alva.
Goodwill provides a range of services for the disabled and
helps people who have barriers to self improvement, such as
limited job experience or a lack of transportation. The programs provided are funded in part by salvaging and recycling
donations to increase revenue.
Goodwill raised $20,800 in 2008 after becoming more aggressive at recycling donated items. Goodwill increased its
revenue by $187,833 in 2012 and is on pace to increase revenue by about $300,000 this year, according to Nelson.
The agency spends 88 percent of its revenue on services
directly provided to its clients. Goodwill has 11 attended donation sites and 26 retail stores. A new Florida Green certified
building is under construction on Lee Boulevard in Lehigh
Acres. Goodwill provides services in Lee, Hendry, Collier,
Glades and Charlotte counties.

Planning plods on, but progresses
The process of amending the land development code is
getting close to its conclusion and could wrap up in 2014,
Murphy said. But before the Lee County Commission can vote
on it, a series of public hearings must be held.
“The idea is to make sure the public is informed and noticed,” Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels said.
The changes set various standards for commercial construction and uses. Conditions also are provided for building
in Alva’s Historic Core _ the area between Savage and Julia
streets from The Alva School to the Caloosahatchee River.
Murphy noted that the document containing the proposed
changes is available on the Alva Inc. website _ Alvafl.org.
Daniels noted the work to develop a plan for Alva began in
2009 and finished in 2011. Efforts since then focused on
writing the proposed amendment. Negotiations with county
staff and changes requested by the county have prolonged
the process.
“If everything had been stable we’d probably be through
by now,” Murphy said.

Alva Inc. leaders met in late July with people who
may have family buried in the apparently abandoned
Lake Cemetery east of Bedman Creek.
Five monuments are visible on the parcel, which previously was densely overgrown with palmettos and Brazilian peppers. The people buried there lived in the
1800s and early 1900s.
Alva Inc. board member Paul Furbay reported a man
named Norm Walker told him he had family buried
there.
The visible monuments examined by Alva Inc. identified the grave occupants as:
Susan M. Soper, 18391921
John P. Andrus, July 11,
1884-Nov. 20, 1915
Lucy J. Andrus, Dec. 23,
1846-Sept. 5, 1915
Mae Cook, Dec. 21, 1887Oct. 22, 1918, daughter of W.A. and Minnie Cook
Minnie E. Cook, Oct. 23, 1863-July 20, 1908, wife of
W.A. Cook
One marker was a flat rock with no information.
There were many other stone monuments that probably wore away over time, said Aaron Troyer, whose
family owns property west of the cemetery. He played
in the area when he was a child.
“This begs the question: "Where do we go from
here?" My thoughts are to work together create a
list of goals for the cemetery and from that develop an
action plan,” Alva Inc. president Ruby Daniels said.
Clockwise from
left: JSusan Soper, unknown,
Minnie Cook,
Mae Cook
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Alva fire budget
not hit as hard
When preliminary property values were released
in June it looked as if the
Alva fire department and
rescue service could lose
about $28,000 in property taxes.
But final numbers released in July show a
different story.
“It’s a little better
news for the Alva Fire
District,” Chief Joey Tiner
says. ”The final numbers
were received and it
looks like we will have a
decrease in revenue of
approximately .45 percent, which equates to
around $3,300.”
The tentative budget
hearing is set for Sept. 9
at 5:45pm. The final
budget hearing will be
held on Sept. 26 at 6 p.m.
Both meetings will be
held at the Alva Fire Districts station #1 at 2660
Styles Rd.
Chief Tiner and the
district can be reached
for non-emergency calls
at (239) 728-2223.

Rain:

River Hall residents challenge developer’s plans
GreenPointe Communities is asking Lee County to let it add 1,000 units to the development.
Residents are asking the county not to let it happen.
Residents were promised a development of 2,000 units, according to Paul Asfour, one
of two residents on the five-seat River Hall Community Development District. The other
seats are held by GreenPointe president Grady Miars and two GreenPointe employees.
Asfour is questioning whether Miars had the authority without a vote of the development district board, to sign an affidavit saying that he, as district chairman, had the full
authority to apply for the change.
GreenPointe attorney Jonathan Johnson, said in a letter to the county attorney, that
nothing in chapter 190 of the state statutes specifically requires Miars to get such approval. The chapter applies to community development districts and their powers.
The matter will go through public hearings before a decision whether to increase the
number of units is made. The county’s Local Planning Agency is scheduled to hear the case
during its Aug. 26 session at the courthouse in Fort Myers. The LPA meets at 8:30 a.m.

Frequent and sometimes heavy July rains nourished mushrooms in pine flatwoods around Alva, restored the flow of
Fichter’s Creek (right) and forced temporary closures of the
horseback and mountain bike trails in Caloosahatchee Regional Park.
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Helen Johns
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Devon Land

Direct: 239-633-6170 Direct: 239-218-4989

Mikael Johansson
Direct: 239-810-1533

River Hall Sales January through June 2013
Address

Sale Price

Square Feet

Bedrooms/Baths

16448 Windsor Way

$117,000

1870

3/2

16591 Goldenrod Ln #101 $120,000

1916

2/2

16570 Goldenrod Ln #102 $134,000

1796

2/2

16591 Goldenrod Ln #201 $138,000

2203

3/2

16560 Goldenrod Ln #202 $140,000

2225

3/2

16580 Goldenrod Ln #203 $165,400

2350

3/2

15343 Yellow Wood Drive $140,000

1872

2/2

15319 Yellow Wood Drive $146,000

2131

3/2

3365 Apple Blossom Drive $180,000

1890

2/2

15070 Citrus Tree Ct

$274,800

2715

3/3

16957 Oakstead Drive

$205,000

2417

4/3

3087 Sagittaria Lane

$208,000

2393

3/3

17004 Oakstead Drive

$210,000

2032

4/3

16440 Windsor Way

$260,000

2026

3/2

3408 Chestnut Grove Drive $405,000

3130

3/3

3310 Hampton Boulevard

$190,000

2267

4/3

2928 Apple Blossom Drive $340,000

2399

3/3

The statistical data provided is based on information compiled from the Florida Gulf Coast MLS,
Inc. for MLS sales with the assistance of a Realtor during the period January 1, 2013 through June
30, 2013. Supplemental data was obtained from the Lee County Property Appraiser.

Jim Green
Broker

River Hall Country Club: Single family
homes led the upswing with six sales
at an average price of $248,317 or
$107.45/square foot. There were no
sales the prior six months and one sale
the prior 12 months at $180,000,
$77.92/square foot. Comparing prices
per square foot yields a 38% increase!
Aston Oaks: Five sales averaging
$139,480 ($66.48/square foot) compared to one sale the prior six months
at $67.03/square foot.
Hampton Lakes: Only one sale,
$83.12/square foot ($190,000). During
July - December 2012, 4 homes sold at
an average price of $187,150 and
$73.07/square foot.
Cascades: Steady sales of five (most
were new construction), same as the
prior period. Aver-age sale price was
$212,160 or $98.18./square foot, essentially unchanged.
Jim Green
Jim Green Realty

